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The State of Transportation Policy — With detours, funding problems and parcel planning for the Central Artery/Tunnel project oc- 
cupying less of our time these days, attention is focused on the bigger picture of transportation in the Commonwealth. It's as if the Central Artery/ 
Tunnel Project was an opiate that is wearing off and the state of transportation policy, planning, design, funding, and public participation is coming 
back into focus. The Boston Foundation, The Boston History Collaborative and Livable Streets Alliance are just a few of the groups 

pondering the direction of transportation in the Commonwealth and thinking about possible new directions. 

In 1971, Massachusetts undertook an intensive 18-month re-study of transportation poli- mas MONTH IN REVI Planning, evel Revel 

cy and projects within Rte. 128. The Boston Transportation Planning Review (BTPR) began BUA fy Boston Transpo anspor Ui VANOARY 1.1977 
after Gov. Francis Sargent's historic February 1970 speech identifying a crisis in transporta- gosTON, MASSACHUSE 

tion planning and called for a moratorium on highway construction. The BTPR's charge was to) —— at Drops Inne 
reevaluate elements of the 1948 State Highway Master Plan. Sargent identified three BTPR sarge 


priority objectives: 1) Integration of expressway planning with planning for arterial and local“ ..—<<="s" GeretSS vx 
streets, parking and transit; 2) Integration of transportation planning with planning for housing, 22°")... S=s SS 
neighborhood amenity, environmental protections and economic development; and 3) Maxi- “Se ={22S-s5s. Ss=ss=—~ 





mal local government and public participation in the planning process. aes, 


The BTPR involved planners, residents and public officials, cost $3.3 million (mostly federal 
funds) plus $300,000 of in-kind services from the MBTA and was finished on schedule. The 
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o Fadl ig ~ product was a "Policy Statement on Transportation in the Boston Region" issued by Gov. Sar- 
RSSIROT ° gent in November 1972 that set new policies on highway construction, parking policies and 
2 EH ya > | ry ae = = £ 
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i KOR Ee ~ freezes and transit policy and funding. 

Ma SE BNI Reflecting on the BTPR, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) listed innovations: 

/ —< - i. oP UE : ° ; . ° . - . : : . . 
peer Sl transit alternatives were evaluated along with highway alternatives; the focus was regionwide and 

se J | a5 ites in / the ‘fine- -grained community level;computer models were down played and social/environmental fac- 

‘ ' ryreT —< ~~ ee 

A\ daca then QTE Ay, tors included; and decision makers stepped in and made deci- 

oe / Wor, > Tir sions when there was stalemate. 


The BTPR's focused 18-month study in which, as noted by 
FHWA, decision makers actually made decisions, and Gov. 
Sargent's action orientation produced a policy statement for 
transportation within Rte. 128. In contrast, the state's recent 
long-range transportation plan drafted exclusively by state 
agencies with little outside input, has been in draft form since 
March 2005, unfinished. 


Nee Reflect Policy? 


Local traffic and parking policy hasn't fared much 
better than statewide policy. Boston Transportation 
Department is taking a hard look at parking regula- 
ford), identified in the BTPR in 1972 as a worthy tions enacted several years ago in the Back Bay. Con- 
project. Required to be in service in Dec. 2011, clusion: the parking meter restrictions are confus- 
but this deadline is in jeopardy. The Executive Office of Trans- ing and have not helped deal with loading issues as first thought. The 
portation spent the better part of a year thinking about hiring a City will revert to the prior loading-zone approach instead of mixing 
consultant for the Urban Ring revised environmental docu- parking with loading. Construction at the Prudential Center has re- 
ments, hired the same firm that worked on the project for the duced Boylston Street to two lanes with no significant traffic back- 
MBTA, and now has all of 12 months to reach agreement with ups—there's now a movement afoot to narrow Boylston Street. 
a Citizens Advisory Committee on a dozen key issues. Silver The City and State continue to lag in policies to promote 


Line Phase III will soon file a notice of project change to re- and make safe bicycling. The Mass. Bicycle Plan Update 
flect the choice of portal on Charles St. South near MassPike (underway) will not touch policy issues or revisit the 15 
Action Items from the 1998 Bike Plan, many of which 


Towers. If there truly is demand for service from Boylston to 

So. Station, buses in bus lanes could provide interim service were never done. Since 1989, the City has built only one 
while planning for the $800 million l-mile tunnel inches along. bike path and twobike lanes, but has narrowed key streets including Hun- 
Comments from the public and the City on the pro- —_ tington Avenue and Hyde Park Avenue, making them worse for cyclists. 
posed Logan Airport centerfield taxiway oppose The City is making improvements for pedestrians —countdown 
construction, but the Massportand pilots are pushing signals and concurrent pedestrian phases — but slow implemen- 
hard. This taxiway follows construction of the high- tation is leaving motorists unclear about the rules. Complaints 
ly controversial Runway 14/32, built by Massport anda$500 per day fine for brick sidewalks that violate acces- 
to "address delays" but of concern to abutters as airport expansion. sibility requirements have finally gotten the City's attention. 


The BTPR studied alignment op- § 
tions for Red Line extension north, 
from the direct to Alewife under Gar- 
den Street to the selected alignment 
serving Porter and Davis. Arlington 
and Lexington were considered for 
the terminus in addition to Alewife. 


The MBTA is seeking an extension from the De- 
partment of Environmental Protection for Green 
Line extension to Somerville (and now Med- 









































Cambridge Street Reconstruc- 
tion—Substantial progress has been made 
on what has been called the “world’s lon- 
gest-lasting half-mile road project.” Part of 
the City’s 1996 Boston Boulevard Project, 
the project was advertised by MassHighway 
in 2001 and was expected to take two years 
to build. Work remaining includes patches 
of brick sidewalk, tree plantings on the 
median and sidewalks, some streetlights, 
traffic signals, signage, paving and striping. 
The project to Staniford Street, minus trees, 
is now expected to be done by the end of 
September 2006 and the rest of the street by 
the end of the 2006 construction season. 
The 1996 goals of the project included 
improving pedestrian safety and the visual 
-—j quality. Changes to the street include wider 
= sidewalks and median, fewer travel lanes 
-—J and a permanent westbound parking lane. 
{Cyclists complain that the lack of provi- 
sions for bicycles, narrow travel lanes and 
oversized neckdowns will make Cambridge 
Street worse for cycling. 







ey Downtown Crossing —The Boston 
Redevelopment Authority’s (BRA) am- 
bitious plan to develop an Identity and 
Branding Strategy is underway. The scope of 
work for the BRA’s consultant team headed 
by Urban Marketing Collaborative of Toron- 
to with subconsultants from London, Cali- 
fornia, Philadelphia, and one from Boston, 
calls for strategies to “remake Downtown 
Crossing into a 21st century urban retail and 
entertainment destination center.” Further, 
Urban Marketing Collective will help 
formulate a “redevelopment and brand- 
ing strategy that builds upon the historic 
and location assets of the district, while 
projecting a bold new image that reflects 
the diversity and vitality” of the area. 

Major parts of two of the study’s four 
tasks are supposed to focus on transporta- 
tion: how pedestrians move around and is- 
sues around scrapping the pedestrian mall 
or not. Other tasks include two visioning 
sessions with retailers to generate ideas for 
an overall strategy; assessment of the cur- 
rent retail mix; facade and streetscape im- 
provements to change public perception; 
and strategies for creating retail spaces in 
underground passagewaysandupperfloors. 






















People Movers 


Dennis Royer, former deputy manager of operations for the Public Works Department 
of Denver, appointed chief of the combined departments of public works and trans- 
portation for the City of Boston. 

Thomas Kinton, acting Massport executive director and aviation director, has been 
named to replace Craig Coy as executive director and chief executive officer. 

Elizabeth Peart, from Cambridge Systematics to Howard /Stein-Hudson Assoc. 

Thomas M. McGovern, from Governor’s Highway Safety Bureau to Cambridge Sys- 
tematics. 

Jason Roeder has left the Office of Commonwealth Development. 

Alison Felix, from Boston Transportation Department (BTD) to Boston Redevelopment 
Authority. 

Adam Shulman, will be leaving BTD and joining the Cambridge Traffic, Parking and 
Transportation Dept. 

Judith Kurland has been appointed chief of staff to Mayor Menino. She was formerly 
commissioner of Boston Department of Health and Hospitals, legislative director 
for the U.S. Representative Tip O’Neill, and senior consultant at DCA social-change 
consultants. 

John Walser, from Boston Redevelopment Authority to Tetratech EM. 

Mr. Chairman Matthew Amorello, resigned as head of MassPike. 

Michael Swanson resigned as chief operating officer of MassPike. 

Ross Dindio, MassHighway District 1 engineer, to chief operating officer of MassPike. 

Robert Golledge, Jr., from commissioner of Mass. Department of Environmental Pro- 
tection (DEP) to secretary of the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs. 

Stephen Pritchard resigned as secretary of the Executive Office of Environmental Af- 
fairs to work on Governor Romney’s Central Artery / Tunnel review. 

Arleen O’Donnell has been made acting commissioner of DEP. She was deputy com- 
missioner for policy and planning at DEP. 

Doug Foy, former chief of the Office of Commonwealth Development, has opened DIF 
Enterprises, a consulting firm. 

Roderick J. Fraser, Jr, former Naval officer, has been appointed fire commissioner for Boston. 

Beth Myers, from Gov. Romney’s chief of staff to director of the Commonwealth Politi- 




















































lots and after several false starts, is finally 
4 showing signs of development life. 
Developer Joseph Fallon, with Mass- 



















cal Action Committee. y Mutual Life Insurance Co., bought the 
Mark Nielsen, from Gov. Romney’s chief legal counsel to his chief of staff. / ra planned and permitted 21-acre Fan Pier 
Mary Peters has been appoinnted U.S. Secretary of Transportation. She was at HDR / / : site from the Pritzker brothers for $155 


Inc. and previously served as director of the Arizona Department of Transportation 
and head of the Federal Highway Administration. 

James Simpson, from chair and CEO of Victory Worldwide Transportation Inc. to 
administrator of the Federal Transit Administration. He previously was a director of ; 
the New York MTA (1995-2005). — 


Correction: David L. McIntyre, not Richard McIntyre, recently joined BSC Group. 
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million. Fallon hired three architectural 
firms—Elkus/Manfredi Architects Ltd. 
(Boston); Hill Glazier Architects (Califor- 
nia); and Bremen Beer Gorman LLP (New 
York) to design 1.8 million s.f. including 
a five-star hotel, a luxury condominium 
tower and two 500,000 s.f office buildings 
with 300,000 s.f. of retail. Construction 
could start in 2007 on a combined hotel 
and residential building on Northern Avenue 
at the Pier 4 side of the property. Depending 
on the strength of relevant markets, the next 
buildings will be the office buildings or an- 
other residential building in 2008 or 2009. 
The adjoining 23 acres on the other side 
of Northern Avenue has been bought by 
developer John B. Hynes with Morgan 
Stanley, for $204 million from Rupert 
Murdoch's NewsCorp. Murdoch had bought 
the land from Frank McCourt Jr. The site will 
be called the Boston Seaport Development 
Project and has a potential build-out of 6 
million s.f. but no permits or approvals. Ar- 
chitectural firm KPF of New York has been 
hired to do the initially planning. 
42 er, \ 
m@ The North End's Hanover Street 
would become a pedestrian-only zone for 
the two blocks from Prince Street to Cross 
Street under a proposal by City Councilor 
Sal LaMattina. The goal would be to ac- 
commodate cafes, artist stalls, musicians 
f etc. in the street. Initially it would be 
closed to cars on summer weekends, but if 
successful, could become permanent. The 
proposal is backed by the Mayor and the 
Boston Convention and Visitors Bureau, 
but is opposed by House Speaker DiMasi 
(D-North End) who wants the City to un- 
dertake a thorough traffic and pedestrian 
study before the proposal is tried. 
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MBTA and the ADA Settlement 


An agreement between the MBTA and organiza- review system signage by Sept. 30, 2006, and identify 
tions representing persons with disabilities settled poorly placed ads, inconsistent fonts, non-standard T 
a class action lawsuit filed in 2002. The settlement logos, confusion about Inbound and Outbound, and 
identifies not only capital improvements to be done develop navigational aids at major station exits; 


to improve transit system accessibility, but also e Ticket and tow cars parked in bus stops; 
training, procedures, rules and monitoring efforts * Appoint an Assistant General Manager for System 


to enable persons with disabilities to use transit in Accessibility; 
an “equal, effective and dignified manner.” ¢ Spend $122 million by end of FY2011 on new and és 
. The agreement covers 20 categories of actions rang- rehabilitated elevators, including new elevators at - 
ing from bus operations to stop announcements to Park St., Downtown Crossing, Harvard, and two at © 
elevators. Some 96 individual actions are detailed. Porter; and E 
Key MBTA obligations include: ¢ Developand implementa plan for collaborating with ~ 
¢ Bus and train driver training shall include how to cities and towns to ticket and tow vehicles in bus stops % 
treat passengers with disabilities with respect and and initiate pavement markings at bus stops. a 
to tell people to give up priority seating; Some of the actions specify the date by which they — - 
° eet ampe once a week; < are to be done, but many do not. An independent Transformation of the MBTA Charles/MGH Red Line station is 
e Establish a group to conduct surprise bus lift : : . . speeding toward completion in winter 2007. In addition to modern- 
asco iar ie A P monitor will be appointed to assess compliance and izing and making the bleak station accessible, the project has re- 
er S; will hold public meetings every six months to report moved the ugly overhead pedestrian bridges and improved pedes- 
¢ Hire a “nationally known wayfinding expert" to on progress. trian access to the station. The new glass-enclosed headhouse is 


already an icon on the streetscape. Architect: Elkus/Manfredi Ltd. 











Welcome to The Boston Informer 
The goal is simple: provide concise public information on 
construction projects, planning initiatives, and whatever else 
affects living and working in Boston. Welcome to The Boston 
Informer! 










The Boston Informer is published by ATC Information, Inc., six 
times yearly in Boston, Massachusetts. President: Anthony Casen- 
dino; vice-presidents, Anne McKinnon, Chris Fincham. 

The Boston Informer is available by mail only. $25.00 per year 
(cheap!). Questions? Telephone (617) 723-7030, fax (617) 437-1886 
or e-mail: BostonInformer@cs.com. Check us out on the web at 
www.bostoninformer.com! 


BRA's "Identity & Branding Strategy" consultant de- 
clares lottery ticket sales Downtown Crossing cure-all 








© David Bryson ¢ saltydave.com 2006 





"Lottery tickets, lottery tickets! That's all I see 
here! Where can I get some keys made? 
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You Were Asking 


Q. What is going on with the Big Dig? 

A. The fatal tragedy in the connector tunnel finally brought 
focus on design flaws and sub-standard construction. 
Gov. Romney ordered a complete "stem to stern,” $4.5 
million engineering review of the project and hired 
Wiss, Janney, Elstner Assoc. of Illinois. A preliminary 
report on safety issues is due by mid-November 2006. 
Gov. Romney also asked the Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy 
Greenway Conservancy to review the current status of 
the Greenway including the ramp development parcels 
(#6, 12, 18) and the designated Mass. Horticultural Society 
parcels (# 19, 21, 22). A final report including problems 
and recommendations is due by Oct. 15, 2006. See www. 
eot.state.ma.us/stemtostern for details and updates. 


Q. What is the status of the North-South Rail Link pro- 
posal to connect North Station and South Station? 

A. Despite being ranked as a "high-priority" project in 

_ the MBTA's 2003 Program for Mass Transportation, its 

25-year capital plantttieg document, the Administration 
seems to have no interest in pursuing it. The project cost 
is estimated by the MBTA in 2003 at $8.7 billion. Interest 
groups such as the local Sierra Club, former State Rep. 
John Businger and former Gov. Dukakis continue to 
promote it. 


Q. Did I miss something? The Globe said the Downtown 
Crossing study that just began already determined that 
shoe repair and lottery ticket kiosks are the solution. 

A. No.TheGlobe did report the City's consultant commented 
on what might work, suchas dry cleaners and lottery-ticket 
sales. But there's lots still to do to figure out the silver bullet, 
such as exploring changes to the pushcarts, parking and 
meters on Washington Street, a parking validation program 
and events and celebrations for nights and weekends. 

Q. Ihear the MBTA is finally going to put in an elevator 
at Science Park and fix up the dumpy station. When? 

A. Notso fast. The MBTA has committed money to study and 

design twoelevators and install some new lights, but there 

is no money committed to build the improvements. 
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Susan Lewis, Library Director 
Boston Architectural College 
320 Newbury St. 

Boston MA 02115-2703 
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